
Abe Van Luik 

Dr. Abraham (Abe) Van Luik is a Senior Physical Scientist and the Director of International Programs at 
the Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO) of the US Department of Energy.  CBFO oversees and owns the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).   

Abe joined CBFO after several decades of working on the Yucca Mountain Project in Nevada, where he 
served as Senior Policy Advisor for Performance Assessment.  

With CBFO, Abe works with other staff to arrange for technical cooperation between the U.S. repository 
program and other nations’ waste management agencies as well as international agencies. 

Abe’s nuclear-waste career began at Argonne National Laboratory in Illinois, continued at Rockwell 
Hanford Operations in Washington, with Roy F. Weston and Rogers Engineering in Washington, DC, with 
the Pacific Northwest National Laboratories (PNNL) in Washington State, and with Intera, Inc. in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. 

Van Luik has a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the University of California at Los Angeles and both a 
master’s and doctorate from Utah State University. His dissertation involved studying and modeling the 
solubility of heavy metals in the brines of Utah’s Great Salt Lake: evaporate chemistry. 


